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ABSTRACT 



In 1990, a study was corducted on statewide 



enrollment trends and student characteristics in Illinois public 
community colleges. The study analyzed fall 1989 enrollments by 
college, f ull-/?art-time status, sex, ethnic origin, age, student 
level, f irst-time/continumg enrollment status, and program. Study 
findings i lcludsd the following: (1) at the end of the fall 1989 
registration period, the 50 Illinois community colleges enrolled 
341,733 students in i\ ctructional credit courses, representing an 
increase of 4.1% over fall 1988; (2) full-time equivalent (FTE) 
enrollment was 174,437, representing a 4.9% increase in FTE students; 
(3) the proportion of full-time students enrolled during fall 1989 
was 30.2%; (4) the number of male students increased at a higher rate 
than that of females (5.6% vs. 3%) , bringing the percentage of males 
in the total student population to 42.5% — their highest 
representative m 5 years; (5) a comparison of fall 1988 and fall 
1989 headcount enrollments revealed increases among Hispanics (by 
19.3%), non-resident aliens (by 6.0%), Whites (by 4.1%), and 
Asian/Pacific Islanders (by 1.9%); (6) the median age of community 
college students was 26.9 years, and the mean age was 30.4 years; (7) 
freshman enrollments increased by 7.5% between 1988 and 1989, while 
sopiomore enrollments decreased by 0.F%; and (8) although 38% of the 
students were enrolled in baccalaureate transfer programs, only 23.2% 
indicated that their intent was to transfer. (JMC) 
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HIGHLIGHTS OF FALL 1989 OPENING ENROLLMENT REPORT 



1. At the "end of registration" in fall 1989, the 50 public community 
colleges in Illinois enrolled 341,733 students in instructional credit 
courses. This constitutes an increase of 13,457 students (4.1 percent) 
from the fall 1988 term. 

2. The fall 1989 full-time equivalent (FTE) enrollment was 174,437 for an 
increase of 8,146 (4.9 percent) full-time students. 

3. The proportion of full-time students enrolled during fall 1989 was 
30.2 percent. There has been a slow but steady increase in the 
proportion of full-time students over the last five years. During fall 
1989, the baccalaureate/transfer program accounted for nearly one-half 
(49.1 percent) of the full-time students enrolled in the public community 
colleges. 

4. The number of female students increased by three percent from 190,854 in 
fall 1988 to 196,578 in fall 1989. The number of male students also 
increased but at a higher rate (137,422 to 145,155 or 5.6 percent). 
Males now comprise 42.5 percent of the student population — their highest 
representation in the last five years. 

5 Overall, the number and percentage of minority students enrolled in the 
community colleges in Illinois increased slightly in 1989. The overcli 
minority increase was attributable to growth among Hispanic students, and 
to a lesser extent, Asian/Pacific Islanders. While the number of black 
students increased slightly, the proportion of blacks in the student 
population decreased to the lowest point in the la^t five years. 

6. The analysis of fall 1989 student enrollment by age indicates that the 
median age of community college students was 26.9. This represents a 
slight decrease from the fall 1988 median of 27.0. The mean age was 30.4 
in fall 1989 compared to 30.7 in fall 1988. 

7. Fall 1989 student-level enrollment data indicate a notable increase among 
freshmen and a small decrease among sophomores in attendance at community 
colleges. Freshman enrollments increased fro . 204,224 in 1988 to 219,596 
(7.5 percent) in 1989, while sophomore enrollments decreased slightly 
from 57,639 to 57,301 (-0.6 percent). 

8. Nearly 44 percent of the students enrolled during fall 1989 attended the 
same college the previous term. The proportion of transfer students 
while small (4.3 percent) was its highest over the past five years. The 
proportion of first-time students decreased slightly from 34.7 percent in 
1988 to 34.3 percent in 1989. 
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An analysis of enrollment by instructional program area revealed 
enrollment increases in the general associate, baccalaureate/transfer, 
occupational, and remedial/ABE/ASE programs. Baccalaureate/transfer 
remained the largest program area with approximately 38 percent of the 
students* 

Whi le nearly 38 percent of the st udont s we re in the bac calaure at e / 
transfer area, only 23.2 percent of all students indicated their intent 
was to transfer. Three-fourths of these were enrolled in baccalaureate/ 
transfer programs. Nearly 33 percenc of all students indicated their 
intent was to prepare for a new career or to improve occupational skills. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Accurate and comprehensive information on community college enrollments is 
important at the local, state, and national levels. This information is used 
not only to analyze historical enrollment trends but also for planning future 
programs, curricula, financing, and facilities. Each college provides the 
Illinois Community College Board with data on each student enrolled in 
credit-generating courses. These computerized data are used to produce 
various reports on student characteristics and curricula enrollments in 
Illinois community colleges. From this centralized statewide student 
database, the data needs of both state and national agencies and legislative 
bodies can be met. 

This report focuses on a summary of statewide student enrollment trends and 
student characteristics in Illinois public community colleges. The analyses 
are based on fall 1989 opening enrollments for credit-generating students as 
reported by the colleges at the end of the regular fall registration period 
(usually the 10th day of the term). These data do not reflect nou-credit 
community education enrollments. Courses that begin after the end of the 
regular registration period are not included in these figures either. For 
colleges with two or more modules during the fall semester, only those 
students enrolled in the first module are included. Therefore, these 
enrollments do not include all students who enroll at community colleges 
during the fall term. However, these data provide a point-in-time or 
"snapshot" >f fall term enrollment with counts that are comparable from year 
to year and from institution to institution. Further, they are comparable to 
fall enrollment data in institutions nationwide. 

For comparison with past fall enrollments, summary data for the last five 
years are presented. In addition to the summary data, a detailed table 
comparing fall 1988 and fall 1989 headcount and FTE enrollments by college is 
included. Additional enrollment data for each community college will be 
included in the 1990 edition of the Data and Characteristics of the Illinois 
Public Community College System* 



Student Enrollneat by Community College 

Fall opening enrollment for 1989 (fiscal year 1990) was 341,733, and full-time 
equivalent (FTE) students totaled 174,437. Table 1 contains comparative fall 
tenth-day enrollment data for the last five years. The fall 1989 headcount 
enrollment increased 4.1 percent or 13,457 students over fall 1988. FTE 
enrollments increased 4.9 percent or the equivalent of 8,146 full-time 
students. Compared to fall 1985, current headcount increased by 0.6 percent 
and FTE enrollment was up by 4.7 percent. It is important to note that 
community colleges' enrollments have grown for two consecutive years and 
reversed the three years of decline from 1985 to 1987. In 1989, both 
headcount and FTE were at their highest levels during the five years under 
study. 
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Table 1 

SUMMARY OF OPENING FALL ENROLLMENTS IN 
ILLINOIS PUBLIC COMMUNITY COLLEGES FROM 1985 TO 1989 





1985 


1986 


1987 


1988 


1989 


Headeount 


339,782 


334,884 


324,163 


328,276 


341,733 


Percent Change 


-5.9Z 


-1.4% 


-3.2% 


1.3% 


4.1% 


FTE 


166,674 


166,204 


161,138 


166,291 


174,437 


Fercent Change 


-5.5% 


-0.3% 


-3.0% 


3.2% 


4.9% 



Table 2 on the next page provides a comparison of 1989 fall opening 
enrollments with 1988 fall opening enrollments for each community college. Of 
the 50 colleges, 36 showed increases, 11 exhibited decreases, and three showed 
little or no change (1.0 percent or less) in headeount. FTE increases were 
reported by 39 colleges, decreases by five colleges, and little or no change 
by six colleges. 



Summary of Full-Time/Par t-Ti*e Enrollments 

Table 3 contains full-time/part-time headeount enrollment data from fall 1985 
through fall 1989. The proportion of full-time enrollments increased 
steadily during these five years. The 103,114 full-time students enrolled in 
fall 1989 represented a 5.1 percent increase from a year ago and a new high 
for the five-year period. Part-time enrollments in fall 1989 increased 
3.7 percent from the same time a year ago. 



Table 3 

COMPARISON OP FULL-TIME AND PART-TIME OPENING FALL HEADCOUNT ENROLLMENTS 
IN ILLINOIS PUBLIC COMMUNITY COLLEGES FROM 1985 TO 1989 



1983 1986 1987 1988 1989 

Full-tine 95,801 (28. 2%) 96,072 (28. 7%) 95,553 (29. 5%) 98,081 (29. 9X) 103,114 (30. 2%) 

Percent Change -6.9Z 0.3Z -0.5X 2.6X 5. IX 

Pert-tiae 243,981 (71. 8X) 238,812 (71. 3X) 228,610 (70. 5X) 230,195 (70. U) 238,619 (69. 8X) 

Percent Change -5.5X -2. IX -4.3X 0.7X 3.7X 
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Table 2 

COMPARISON OP PINAL PALL 1989 OPENING ENROLLMENTS WITH 
PALL 1988 OPENINC ENROLLMENTS 



Dist. District/ FaU 1988 

No. College Headcount 

522 Belleville 12,511 
503 Black Hawk (6,071) 

Eaat 754 

Quad 5,317 

508 Chicago (74,935) 

City-Wide 12,998 

Daley 7,409 

Kennedy-King 8,651 

Malcola X 9,855 

Olive-Harvey 8,081 

Truman 12,977 

Washington 7,920 

Wilbur-Wright 7,044 

507 Danville 2,932 

502 DuPage 26,494 

509 Elgin 5,780 

512 Harper 16,121 

519 Highland 2,878 

514 Illinois Central 12,025 

529 Illinois Eastern (6,571) 

Frontier 2,448 

Lincoln Trail 940 

Olney Central 1,500 

Wabash Valley 1,683 

513 Illinois Valley 3,850 

525 Joliet 9.454 

520 Kankakee 3,473 
501 Kaskaskla 2,806 

523 Klshwaukee 3,113 
53*, lake County 11,587 

517 lake Land 3,952 

536 Levis & Clark 5,012 

526 Lincoln Land 7,348 

530 Logan 5,183 
528 McHenry 3,487 

524 Moraine Valley 12,914 

527 Morton 3,625 
535 Oakton 11,596 

505 Parkland 7,911 

515 Prairie State 4,837 

521 Rend Lake 3,148 

537 Plchlanci 3,743 
511 Rock Valley 7,703 

518 Carl Sandburg 2,826 

506 Sauk Valley 2,769 

531 Shawnee 1,433 
510 South Suburban 8,263 

533 Southeastern 2,756 

534 Spoon River 1,723 
601 State Corns. Coll. 1,184 
504 Triton 17,691 

516 Waubonsee 5,376 
539 Johi. Wood 2,695 
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6.1 
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3.3 
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'/,736 


4.8 
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-8.1 


1,494 


1,435 


->.9 


2,724 


-1.6 


1,523 


1,540 


1.1 


1,376 


-4.0 
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899 


4.8 


3,685 


5.1 
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4o 
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5.1 
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1,763 


S.6 
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1.3 


973 


990 


1.7 


1,041 


-12.1 
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642 


-15.4 


10,625 


-6.0 


8,219 


8,185 


-0.4 


5,898 


9.7 


2,194 


2,466 


12.4 


3,005 


11.5 


1,155 


1,310 


13.4 



TOTALS/ AVERAGES 



323,276 341,733 



4. IX 166,291 174,437 



.9X 



•Substsntiel increases at Illinois Easterr are attributable to a change ia the stsrt-up 
date of the Coal Mining Technology Vrogr^i at Wabash Valley. 
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Summary of Male/Female Enrollments 

Table 4 contains headcount data by gender from fall 1985 through fall 1989. 
The male/female distribution remained relatively stable with females over this 
five-year timeframe comprising between the current 57.5 percent and 
58.6 percent of the total enrollment and averaging 57.9 percent. The 
proportion of male students increased slightly from 41.9 percent to 
42.5 percent. Male enrollments increased modestly for the second year with 
the percent and number of male students at their highest level during the past 
five years. 



Table 4 

COMPARISON OF MALE AND FEMALE OPENING FALL HEADCOUNT ENROLLMENTS 
IN ILLINOIS PUBLIC COMMUNITY C0LLEG2S FROM 1985 TO 1969 



1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 

Male 142,970 (42.1X) :42,102 (42,41) 134,121 (41.4X) 137,422 (41,9:) 145,155 (42.5X) 

Percent Change -o.2X -0,6X -5«6X 2,5X 5.6X 

Female 196,812 (57.9X) 192,782 (57. 6X) 190,042 (58.6X) 190,854 (58«1X) 196,578 (57. 5X) 

Percent Change -5.7X -2. OX -1.4X 0.4X 3,0X 



Stannary of the Ethnic Origin of Enrollments 

Table 5 contains data pertaining to the ethnicity of community college 
students enrolled from fall 1985 through fall 1989. A comparison of fall 1988 
and fall 1989 headcount enrollments indicates increases among four ethnic 
groups: Hispanics (19.3 percent)- non-resident aliens (6.0 percent), whites 
(4.1 percent), and Asian/Pacific Islanders (1.9 percent). Contributing to the 
headcount growth among non-resident aliens are changes in immigration laws 
that include educational requirements as one of the conditions for persons 
previously classified as illegal aliens to obtain citizenship status. 

The most noteworthy trend in racial/ethnic enrollments over the past five 
years has been the declining share of black enrollments compared to the 
increasing share of Hispanic enrollments. Proportionately, bla^.k enrollments 
have steadily declined from 17.6 percent daring fall 1985 to 14.0 percent in 
fall 1989. Simultaneously, the proportion of Hispanic enrollments has 
gradually increased from 6.6 percent in fall 1985 to 9.6 percent in fall 
1989. After a substantial drop in the number of black students attending 
community colleges between fall 1986 and 1987, black headcount enrollments 
have stabilized at the lower level averaging 47,367 over the last three years. 
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Table 5 



COHPARISOM OP FALL OPENING HEADCOUKT ENROLLMENTS 
IN ILLINOIS PUBLIC COMMUNITY COLLEGES FROM 1985 TO 1989 BY ETHNIC ORIGIN 





1985 




1986 




1987 




1988 




1989 




Asian/Pacific islander 


10,204 
-4.3X 


(3. IX) 


10,538 
3.3X 


(3.2X) 


11,613 
10. 2X 


(3.6X) 


12,206 
5. IX 


(3.8X) 


12,436 
1.9X 


(3.7X) 


American Indian/ Alaskan 
Percent Change 


1,406 
-4.4X 


(0.4X) 


1,357 
-3.5X 


(0.4X) 


1,224 
-9.8X 


(0.4X) 


1,182 
-3.4X 


(0.4X) 


1,183 
0.1X 


(0.3X) 


Black 

?ercent Change 


56,940 
-10. IX 


(17. 6X) 


55,329 
-2.8X 


(16. 8X) 


47,552 
-14. U 


(14. 9X) 


47,167 
-0.8X 


(14. 6X) 


47,382 
0.5X 


(14.0V 


Hispanic 
Percent Change 


21,252 
0.9X 


(6.6X) 


23,647 
11. 3X 


(7.2X) 


22,425 
-5.2X 


(7. OX) 


2 7 ,267 
21. 6X 


(8.4X) 


32,536 
19. 3X 


(9.6X) 


White 

Percent Change 


233,843 
-6.2X 


(72. IX) 


237,163 
1.4X 


(72. 2X) 


235,899 
-0.5X 


(73. 9X) 


235,057 
-0.4X 


(72. 7X) 


244,782 
4.1X 


(72. 2X) 


Hon-realdent Allen 
Percent Change 


698 
-23. 5X 


(0.2X) 


569 
-18. 5X 


(0.2X) 


574 
0.9X 


(0.2X) 


621 
8.2X 


(0.2X) 


658 
6. OX 


(0.2X) 


Total Known 


324,343 


(100. OX) 


328,603 


(100. OX) 


319,287 


(100.0X) 


323,500 


(100. OX) 


338,977 


(100. OX) 


All Other/Unknown 


15,439 




6,281 




4,876 




4,776 




2 ,756 




TOTALS 


339,782 




334,884 




3?4,163 




328,276 




341,735 





Summary of Enrollments by Age Category 

Fall enrollments by student age category for the last five years appear in 
Table 6. The proportion and number of students under the age of 21 has 
increased steadily since 1987. Fall 1989 enrollments showed the largest 
proportion (28.0 percent) and number (94,951) of students under the age of 21 
during the past five years. The proportion of students between the ages of 21 
and 30 declined gradually since 1986. The proportion of students between 31 
and 39 declined during the last two years. After experiencing a decrease 
between 1986 and 1987 to 11.7 percent, the proportion and number of students 
between 40 and 55 increased in fall 1988 and rebounded further in fall 1989 to 
a new high of 49,152 (14.5 percent). Over the past five years, the number of 
students over the age of 55 experienced sharp declines in fall 1985, fall 
1988, and again in fall 1989. During fall 1989, the percentage and number of 
students age 55 and above were at their lowest level of the five-year period. 
The increase in the number of younger students under 21 resulted in a slight 
decrease in both the median and mean age of the fall 1989 community college 
population. The median age went from 27.0 to 26.9 and the mean age from 30.7 
to 30.4. 
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Table 6 



COMPARISOH OP /ALL OPENING HEADCOUNT ENROLLMENTS 
IN ILUNOIS PUBLIC COKMUNITT COLLEGES FKOM 1985 TO 1989 BY ACE CATEGORY 



16 and Under 
Percent Changt 

17-20 

Percent Changt 
21-24 

Percent Change 
25-30 

Percent Change 
31-39 

Percent Changt 

Percen': Change 

Over 55 
Percent Change 

Total Reported 

Unreported Age 

TOTALS 

Median Age 

Mean Age 



1985 

1,573 (0.5X) 
267. 5X 

86,918 (26. 51) 
21. 4X 

56,909 (17. 3X) 
-22. OX 

62,243 (18. 9X) 
-8.3X 

59,892 (18. 2X) 
5.9X 

39,417 (12.0X> 
-7.4X 

21,543 (6.6X) 
-31. 7X 



328,495 (100. OX) 



339,782 
26.6 
30.8 



1986 

238 (0.1X) 
-34. 9X 

64,384 (19.7%) 
-25. 9X 

65,090 (19. 9X) 
14. 4X 

63,882 (19. 5X) 
2.6X 

66,451 (20. 3X) 
11. OX 

46,291 (14. IX) 
17. 4X 

21,177 (6.5X) 
-1.7X 



327,513 (100.0X) 



334,884 
28.0 
31.9 



1987 

878 (0.3X) 
268.91 

81,822 (25. 6X) 
27. IX 

52,113 (16. 3X) 
-19. 9X 

58,217 (18. 2X) 
-8.9X 

67,800 (21. 2X) 
2. OX 

37,507 (U.7X) 
-19. OX 

21,545 (6.71) 
1.7X 



319,882 (100. OX) 

4,231 
324,163 

27.4 

31.3 



1988 

732 (0.2X) 
-16. 6X 

88,194 (27. 2X) 
7.8X 

52,460 (16. 2X) 
0.7X 

57,008 (17. 6X) 
-2. IX 

68,123 (21. OX) 
0.5X 

39,240 (12. IX) 
4.6X 

18,133 (5.6*) 
-15. 8X 



323,890 (100. OX) 



328,276 
27.0 
30.7 



1989 

784 (0.2X) 
"MX 

9-' (27. 8X) 

. 61 

54,190 (16. OX) 
3.3X 

58,713 (17. 4X) 
3. OX 

66,486 (19. 7X) 
-2.4X 

49,152 (14. 5X) 
25. 3X 

14,795 (A.4X) 
-18. 4X 



338,287 (100. OX) 

3,446 
341,733 

26.9 

30.4 



Summary of Enrollments by Student Level 

Table 7 contains enrollment data by student level or classification for the 
past five years. Freshmen accounted for 64.3 percent of all community college 
enrollments in fall 1989. Freshmen enrollments in 1989 were at their highest 
level in the past five years. The trend in freshmen representation was for 
gradual increase between 19£6 and 1989. Sophomore enrollments, which 
increased substantially in fall 1988, lost some momentum with a slight decline 
(-0.6 percent) in fall 1989. The fall 1989 sophomore enrollment of 57,301 
outpaced the five-year sophomore average of 55,242. The number of high school 
students enrolled in community colleges increased 2.9 percent from the 1988 
level. Since fall 1988, high school enrollments have begun exhibiting modest 
growth after three years of decline. Unclassified students declined both 
numerically and proportionately for the second year in a row in 1989. 
(Unclassified students are defined as students who do not meet minimum 
requirements for entrance as regular college-level students, including 
students who are enrolled in adult basic or adult secondary education. 
Students who already have a bachelor's or associate degree but who are taking 
courses at the same or lower level also are considered as unclassified.; 
Enrollments in fall 1989 contained the fewest unclassified students during the 
five-year period under study. 
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Table 7 

COMPARISOM OP FALL OP EN INC HEADCOUNT ENROLLMENTS 
IN ILLINOIS PUBLIC COMMUNITY COLLEGES FROM 1985 TO 1989 BY STUDENT LEVEL 





1985 




Freshaen 
Per" r . Change 


186,621 
-6.5X 


(54.9X) 


Sophoaorei 
Percent Change 


53,622 
-11. OX 


(15. 8X) 


High School 
Percent Change 


8,020 
-5.9X 


(2.41) 


Unclassified 
Percent Change 


91,719 
-1.5X 


(27. OX) 


TOTALS 


339,782 


(100. OX) 



1986 

176,914 (52. 8X) 
-5. IX 

53,930 (16. IX) 
0.6X 

2,158 (0.6X) 
-73. IX 

101,882 (30. 4X) 

n.ix 



1987 

174,819 (53. 9X) 
-1.2X 

53,717 (16. 6X) 
-0.4X 

1,637 (0.5X) 
-24. IX 

93,990 (29. OX) 
-7.7X 



1988 

204,224 (62. 2X) 
16.81 

57,639 (17. 6X) 
7.3t 

1,675 (0.5X) 
2.3X 

64,738 (19. 7X) 
-31. IX 



1989 

219,596 (64.3X) 
7.5X 

57,301 (16. 8X) 
-0.6X 

1,724 (0.5X) 
2.9X 

63,112 (18. 5X) 
-2.5X 



334,884 (100.0X) 324,163 (100.0X) 328,276 (100.0X) 341,733 (1CO.0X) 



Summary of Enrollments by Enrollmjnt Status 

Community college students are assigned to one of four enrollment status 
categories. First-time students are entering students who previously have not 
attended any college. In addition to first-time fall students, students who 
SrfnroUed in thf fall term attending college for the first time during the 
previous summer are included in this classification as well. Transfer 
students are defined as those persons entering the college for the first time 
with at least 12 hours of academic credit earned at another college or 
university. Continuing students were enrolled at the college the previous 
term and are attending on an ongoing basis. Readmitted students are those who 
*ere enrolled at the college previously but not enrolled during the previous 
term (excluding summer). Fall student enrollment status data between 198 > and 
1989 are summarized in Table 8. The ?roportion of students in each o these 
categories has fluctuated somewhat over the five-year period. Continuing 
students always represented the largest portion of enrollments over the ^ past 
five years. Until 198', more than one-half of the students enrolled in 
community colleges hac been enrolled the previous year. Since 1986, 
continuing student enrollment has seen a decline below the 50 percent mark. 
EaSy indications based on fall 1988 and fall :.989 data are that the level of 
decline may be stabilizing. The proportion of first-time students has 
remained at just over one-third of the total for the five ^^f t ^l\ t 
The number of transfer students increased by 22.2 percent in 1989 and was at 
the highest level in the last five yea~s. 
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Table 8 



COMPARISOM OP PALL OPENING HEADCOUNT ENROLLMENTS 
IN ILLINOIS PUBLIC COMMUNITT COLLEGES FROM 1985 TO 1989 BY ENROLLMENT STATUS 





1985 




1986 




1987 




1988 




1989 




First Tine 
Percent Change 


114,329 
-0.71 


(33. 6X) 


115,932 
1.4X 


(34. 6X) 


110,295 
-4.9X 


(34. OX) 


113,864 
3.2X 


(34. 7X) 


117,255 
3. OX 


(34. 3X) 


Transfer 
Percent Change 


10,383 
-7. 51 


(3. IX) 


U.05C 
6.4X 


(3.3X) 


10,396 
-5.9X 


(3.2X) 


11,916 
14. 


(3.6X) 


14,566 
22. 2X 


(4.3X) 


Continuing 
Percent Change 


174,740 
-9. 31 


(51. 4X) 


150,229 
-14. OX 


(44. 9X) 


147,157 
-2. OX 


(45. 4X) 


140,161 
-4.8X 


(42. 7X) 


148,640 
6. OX 


(43. 5X) 


Readmitted 
Percent Change 


40,330 
-4.8Z 


(U.9X) 


57,673 
43. OX 


(17. 2X) 


56,315 
-2.4X 


(17. 4X) 


62,335 
10. 7X 


(19. OX) 


61,272 
-1.7X 


(17. 9X) 


TOTALS 


339,782 


(100.0X) 


334,884 


(100. OX) 


324,163 


(100. OX) 


328,276 


(100. OX) 


341,733 


(100. OX) 



Summary of Enrollments In Instructional Programs 

Table 9 contains a summary of headcount enrollments by instructional program 
area for fall 1985 through fall 1989. Baccalaureate/transfer and occupational 
students taking courses but not enrolled in a curriculum are identified as 
course enrollees and are included in the total program counts. Two program 
areas showed substantial increases in the actual number of students enrolled. 
The occupational area increased by over 7,500 students or 7.3 percent. This 
growth reverses two years of decreasing occupational enrollments. The 
increase for occupational course enrollees was greater than that for program 
enrollees. The general area of remedial/ABE/ASE also increased. The Increase 
of over 6,200 students or 14.2 percent was primarily attributable to increases 
in the number of ABE students. The largest proportional growth in enrollment 
occurred in the general associate area with an increase of 36.3 percent or 
1,998 students. Overall, baccalaureate/transfer enrollments increased by over 
2,500 students (2.0 peront). Transfer course takers actually decreased 
(-2,717 or -9.9 percent) • While occupational enrollments increased, 
vocational, skills enrollments decreased. The vocational skills area 
registered a yearly decrease (-2,006 or -6.3 percent) in 1989 for the first 
time during the five years under study. When occupational and vocational 
enrollments are combined, the net tall 1989 enrollment gain over last year is 
5,533 students (4.1 percent) . The general studies certificate program 
experienced a decrease in fall 1989 of -15.0 percent marking the fifth 
consecutive year of decline in this area. 
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Table 9 

COMPARISON OP OPENING FALL HEADCOtNT ENROLLMENTS IN 
INSTRUCTIONAL PROGRAM AREAS IN ILLINOIS PUBLIC COMMUNITY COLLEGES 
FROM 1985 TO 1989 





1985 




1986 




1987 




1988 




1989 




General Asaociate 
Percent Change 


13,338 
45. 9X 


(3.)X) 


11,069 
-17. OX 


(3.3X) 


6,597 
-40. 4X 


(2.0X) 


5,508 
-16. 5X 


(1.7X) 


7,506 
36. 3X 


(2.2^) 


Baccalaureate/ Transfer 

(Course Enrollees) 
Percent Change 


122,835 
21,917 
-5 .OX 


(36. 2X) 


115,746 
23,645 
-5.8X 


(34. 6X) 


115,681 
26,156 
-0.1X 


(35. 7X) 


125,714 
<7,528 
8,7X 


(33. 3X) 


128,246 
24,818 
2. OX 


(37. 5X) 


Oct. national 

(Course Enrollees) 
Percent Change 


108,75: 
13,319 
-3.2X 


(32. OX) 


113,995 
15,861 
4.8X 


(34. OX) 


107,263 
14,881 
-5.9X 


(33. IX) 


102,872 
14,359 
-4. IX 


(31. 3X) 


110,411 
18,184 
7.3X 


(32. 3X) 


Vocational Skills 
Percent Chaise 


23,945 
5.6X 


(7. OX) 


24,010 
0.3? 


(7.2X) 


29,921 
24. 6X 


<9.2X) 


31,670 
5.8X 


(9.7X) 


29,664 
-6.3X 


(8.7X) 


Reeedial/ABE/ASE 
Percent Change 


42,552 
8.9X 


(12. 5X) 


45,240 
6.3X 


(13. 5X) 


41,270 
-8.8X 


(12. 7X) 


43,751 
6. OX 


(13. 3X) 


49,9*7 
14. 2X 


(14. 6X) 


General Studies Certificate 
Percent Change 


27,091 
-34. OX 


(8. OX) 


24,703 
-8.8X 


(7.4X) 


23,328 
-5.6X 


(7.2X) 


18,761 
-19. 6X 


(5.7X) 


15,94? 


(4.7X) 


Unknown 
Percent Change 

TOTAL 


1,266 
-83.41 


(0.4X) 


121 
-90. 4X 


(0.4X) 


LOJ 
-14.9*, 


(0.0X) 


0 

-100. OX 


(0.0X) 


'J 

o.c* 


(O.OX) 


339,782 


(100.0X) 


3:4,884 


(100. OX) 


324, i63 


(100.0X) 


328,276 


(100. OX) 


341,733 


(100. OX) 



Enrollments in Instructional Programs by Full-tim e /Part-time Status. Table 10 
contains the fall 1989 distribution of full-time and part-time ^udent 
attendance by instructional program. Overall, 30.2 percent of the fall 1989 
community college students attrnded op. a full-time basis (12 or more credit 
hours). A comparison of enrollment status among the Instructional program 
areas indicates that the highest percentage (49.1 percent) of fuxl-time 
students are enrolled in the baccalaureate/transfer area. Thirty-nine and 
one-half percent of the baccalaureate/transfer students attend college full 
time. A slightly higher percentage (41.9 percent) of the general associate 
degree students enrolled on a full-time basis. Among occupational students 
29*3 percent took at least 12 credit hours in the fall term. In combination, 
26.2 percent of the remedial/ ABE/ ASE students enrolled full time. Vocational 
skills and general studies certificate students continue enrolling on a 
part-time basis— 90.1 percent and 94.4 percent, respectively. 
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Table 10 

FALL 1989 OPENING FALL HEADCOUNT ENROLLMENTS 
IN INSTRUCTIONAL PROGRAM AREAS 
BY FULL-TIME/ PART-TIME ENROLLMENT STATUS 
IN ILLINOIS PUBLIC COMMUNITY COLLEGES 



Full-Tlme P art-Time Total 

General Associate 3,148 (41. 9%) 4,358 (58. 1%) 7,506 (100. OZ) 

3.1Z 1.8Z 2.2Z 

Baccalaureate/Ti-ansfer 50,653 (39.51) 77,588 (60. 5%) 128,246 (100. OZ) 

49.1% 32. 5Z 37. 5Z 

Occupational 32,392 (29.31) 78,019 (70. 7Z) 110,411 (100. OZ) 

31. 4Z 32. 7Z 32. 3Z 

Vocational Skills 2,927 (9.9Z) 26,737 (90. 1Z) 29,664 (100. OZ) 

2.8Z 11. 2Z 8.7% 

Remedial/ ABE/ASE 13,094 (26.2%) 36,863 (73.8%) 49,957 (100.0%) 

12.7% 15.4% 14.6% 

General Studies Certificate 895 (5.6%) 15,054 (94.4%) 15,949 (100. OZ) 

0.9Z 6.3Z 4.7Z 

TOTALS 103,114 (30.2%) 238,619 (69.8%) 341,733 (100.0%) 



Enrollments in Instructional Programs by Gender . As illustrated in Table 11, 
during fall 1989 females outnumbered males in every instructional area. The 
remedial/ABE/ASE program contained the highest proportion of male 
(47.5 percent) students. The highest proportion of females (66.5 percent) 
were enrolled in the general studies certificate program. Th- male/female 
distribution within the baccalaureate /transfer area (42.1 per it male and 
57.9 percent female) and occupational area (42.6 percent male ar 57.4 percent 
female) mirror the overall male/female distribution. 
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Table 11 

FALL 1989 OPENING FALL HEADCOUNT ENROLLMENTS 

IN INSTRUCTIONAL PROGRAM AREAS 
BY SEX IN ILLINOIS PUBLIC COMMUNITY COLLEGES 



Male Female Total 

General Associate 3,171 (42.2%) 4,335 (57.8%) 7,506 (100.0%) 

2.2% 2.2% 2.2% 

Baccalaureate/Transfer 53,941 (42.1%) 74,305 (57.9%) 128,246 (100.0%) 

37.2% 37.8% 37.5% 

Occupational 47,088 (42.6%) 63,323 (57.4%) 110,411 (100.0%) 

32.4% 32.2% 32.3% 

Vocational Skills 11,877 (40.0%) 17,787 (60.0%) 29,664 (100.0%) 

8.2% 9.0% 8.7% 

Remedial/ABE/ASE 23,738 (47.5%) 26,219 (52.5%) 49,957 (100.0%) 

16.4% 13.3% 14.6% 

General Studies Certificate 5,340 (33.5%) 10,609 (66.5%) 15,949 (100.0%) 

3.7% 5.4% 4.7% 



TOTALS 



145,155 (42.5%) 196,578 (57.5%) 341,733 (100.0%) 



Enrollments in Instructional Programs by Racial/Ethnic Origin . An examination 
of each racial/ethnic group's representation across program areas in fall 1989 
as presented in Table 12 indicates that the largest percentages of white 
(42.4 percent), non-resident alien (41.3 percent), black (31.1 percent), and 
Asian (29.8 percent) students are enrolled in baccalaureate/ transfer 
programs. The highest percentage of Hispanic (62.2 percent) students are 
enrolled in ABE programs. Since English as a Second Language courses are 
included under the ABE program area, the high percentage of Hispanic student 
enrollments in this area seems reasonable. Overall, Hispanic enrollment 
increased by 19.3 percent between 1988 and 1989. Their enrollment in ABE 
programs increased by 27.9 percent compared to a percentage increase of 
14.0 percent in baccalaureate/transfer programs. 



Ceneral Associate 
(1.0) 



Baccalaureate/Trsnsfer 
(Course Enrol lees) 
(1.1) 



Occupations I 

(Course Enrol lees) 
(1.2) 



IlllnoU Coaaunlty College Board 
Table 12 

{•ALL 1969 OPENING HEADCOUNT ENROLLMENTS IN 
INSTRUCTIONAL PROGRAM AREAS BY RACIAL/ETHNIC ORIGIN 
IN ILLINOIS PUBLIC COMMUNITY COLLEGES 



Asian 

735 
5.9X 



3,700 
826 
2*.8X 



2,799 
524 
22. 51 



American 
Indian 



(9.8X) 



(2.9X) 



(2.5X) 



47 
4. OX 



374 
49 
31.61 



3?7 
142 
31. 9X 



Black 

(0.6X) 1,776 
3.7X 



(0.3X) 14,727 
1,109 
31. IX 



(0.3X) 13,165 
1,124 
27.81 



Hispanic 

(23. 7X) 623 
1.9X 



(11. 5X) 4,486 
589 
13. 8X 



(11. 9X) 3,915 
509 
12. OX 



White 



Non-resident 
Allen 



(8.3X) 4,180 (>5.7X) 11 (0.1X) 

1.7X 1.7X 



(3.5X) 103,767 (80. 9X) 272 (0.2X) 

22,010 43 
42. 4X 41. 3X 



(3.5X) 88,726 (80. 4X) 172 (0.2X) 



15,666 
36. 2X 



49 
26. IX 



134 
4.9X 



920 
192 
33. 4X 



1,257 
270 
45. 6X 



(1.6X) 



(0.7X) 



(i.lX) 



7,506 
2.2X 



128,246 
24,816 
37. 5X 



110,411 
16,164 
32. 3X 



(100. OX) 



(100. OX) 



(100. OX) 
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Vocational Skllla 
(1.6) 



1,291 
10. 4X 



(4.4X) 



99 
6.4X 



(0.3X) 4,843 
10. 2X 



(16. 3X) 1,691 
5.2X 



(5.7X) 21,515 (72. 5X) 57 (0.2X) 

6.6X 6.7X 



168 
6.1Z 



(0.6X) 



29,664 
8.7X 



(100. OX) 



Remedial 

(1.4) 



62 
0.5X 



(2.9X) 



9 

0.6X 



(0.4X) 



339 
0.7X 



(16. OX) 115 
0.4X 



(5.4X) 1,557 (73. 3X) 
0.6X 



5 (0.2X) 
0.8X 



38 
1.4X 



(1.8X) 



2,125 
0.6X 



(100. OX) 



ABE 

(1.7) 



3,327 
26. 8X 



(7.9X) 



197 
16. 7X 



(0.5X) 8,748 
18.51 



(20. 9X) 20,239 
62. 2X 



(48. 3X) 9.138 (21. 8X) 121 (0.3X) 

3.7X 18. 4X 



95 
3.4Z 



(0.2X) 



41,865 
12. 3X 



(100. OX) 



ASE 
(1.8) 



155 

i.rx 



(2.6X) 



34 
2.9X 



(0.6X) 1,924 
4. IX 



(32. 2X) 973 
3. OX 



(16.3X) 2,662 (46. OX) 10 (0.2X) 

1.2X 1.5X 



9 

0.3X 



(0.2X) 



5,967 
1.7X 



U00.0X) 



General Studies Certificate 
(1.5) 

TOTALS 



367 
3.CX 

12,436 
100. 0^ 



(2.3X) 



46 
3.9X 



(3.6X) 1,183 
100. OX 



(0.3X) 1,860 
3.9X 

(0.3X) 47,382 
100. OX 



(11.7X) 494 (3. IX) 13,037 (81. 7X) 10 (0.1X) 135 (0.8X) 

I.5X S.3X 1.5X _4.9X 

(13. 9X) 32,536 (9.5X) 244,782 (71. 6X) 658 (0.2X) 2,756 (0.8X) 

100. OX 100. OX 100. OX 100. OX 



15,949 
4.7X 

341,733 
100. OX 



(100. OX) 
(100. OX) 
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In the overall student population during fall 1989, the racial/ethnic 
distribution was as follows: Asian - 3.6 percent; American Indian - 
0.3 percent; black - 13.9 percent; Hispanic - 9.5 percent; white - 

71.6 percent; and non-resident alien - 0.2 percent. Comparisons of the 
racial/ethnic distribution contained in the overall student population with 
each of the eight program areas (e.g. , general associate > baccalaureate/ 
transfer, occupational, etc.) will be examined next. In the general associate 
degree program , Asian (9 . 8 percent vs . 3.6 percent ) , American Indian 
(0.6 percent vs. 0.3 percent), and black (23.7 percent vs. 13.9 percent) 
students had higher representation than they did within the overall 
population. In the baccalaureate/transfer area only white students 
(80.9 percent vs. 71.6 percent) had a higher representation than they 
exhibited in the overall student population. Likewise, whites were the only 
group with a higher proportion in the occupational area than the overall 
student population. In the vocational skills program, three racial/ethnic 
groups showed higher representation than in the general student population: 
Asians j blacks, and whites. American Indians, blacks, and whites had a higher 
proportion in remedial programs than in the general student population. All 
racial/ethnic groups except whites had higher representation in ABE programs 
than in the overall community college population. In ASE programs, American 
Indian, black, and Hispanic enrollments were proportionately higher than they 
were in the overall totals. White students had a higher representation in the 
general studies certificate program than in the overall population accounting 
for 81.7 percent of the enrollments in this area. 

Enrollment in Instructional Programs by Age . Overall during fall 1989 within 
the total community college population, 43.7 percent of the students were 
under 25 years of age. As indicated in Table 13, the percentage of student? 
less than 25 years of age by program area are as follows: general associate 

48.7 percent, baccalaureate/ transfer 57.7 percent, occupational 39.2 percent, 
vocational skills 26.3 percent, remedial 27.8 percent, ABE 32.4 percent, ASE 
56.2 percent, and general studies certificate 17.4 percent. 

Examination of each age group's representation across program areas indicates 
that over one-half (54.4 percent) of the students between 17 and 20 and 

41.8 percent of all 21 through 24 year old students are enrolled in 
baccalaureate /transfer programs. The occupational program area contains the 
highest percentages of students in the 25-30 (36.2 percent), 31-39 
(38.2 percent), and 40-55 (35.0 percent) age groups. Approximately 
one-quarter of the students 55 years of age or above are enrolled in the 
general studies certificate program. Students 16 years of age and under are 
concentrated in three programs: baccalaureate/transfer (24.5 percent), 
vocational skills (22.1 percent), and ASE (17.0 percent). 

Enrollments in Instructional Programs by CIP . A complete listing of 
enrollments by the Classification of Instructional Programs (CIP) codes for 
fall 1989 is provided in the appendix. Of the 128,246 baccalaureate/ 
transfer (1.1) students, 24,818 are students taking transferable courses but 
not enrolled in a degree program (course enrollees). Among students in 
transfer degree programs, 64,912 are in the Associate in Arts, 35,421 are 
enrolled in Associate in Science programs, and 3,095 are in Associate in Arts 
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16 and 
Under 




17-20 




21-24 




25-30 




31-39 




40-55 




55 + 




Unknown 




Total 




Ceneral Aasoclale 

(1.0) 


17 
2.2Z 


(0.2Z) 


2,487 
2.6Z 


(33. 1Z) 


1,156 
2.iX 


(15.41) 


1,105 
1.9Z 


(14-71) 


1,317 
2.0Z 


(17.51) 


957 
1.9Z 


(12.71) 


419 

2.3Z 


(5.6Z) 


48 
1.4Z 


(0.6Z) 


7,506 
2.2Z 
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and Science degree curricula. Of the 110,411 occupational U.2) students, 
18,184 of them are taking occupational courses but not enrolled in a degree or 
certificate curriculum (course enrollees). 

Table 14 shows enrollments in occupational curricula with at least 3,000 
students enrolled. Business data processing (CIP 07.0305) retained its status 
as having the largest program enrollment with 7,831. However, business data 
processing enrollments decreased for the second consecutive year. The 
associate degree nursing (18.1101) program was the second largest with an 
enrollment of 7,786. The associate degree nursing program was the fastest 
growing program numerically (1,005) and percentagewise (14.8 percent) among 
curricula with enrollments over 3,000. Other programs with enrollments over 
3,000 that have grown over the past year include: accounting and bookkeeping 
(07.0101) with 5,820, criminal justice administration (43.0105) with 4,814, 
and child care aide (20.0202) with 4,079. Two other programs with enrollments 
over 3,000 experienced modest enrollment declines: business administration and 
management (06.0401) with 5,296 and secretarial (07.0606) with 3,240 students. 



Table 14 

COMPARATIVE SUMMARY OF OCCUPATIONAL CURRICULA 
ENROLLMENTS OVER 3,000: FALL 1988-1989 
IN ILLINOIS PUBLIC COMMUNITY COLLEGES 



Curricula and CIP 

Bus. Data Processing 
07.0305 

Assoc. Degree Nursing 
18.1101 

Accounting & Bookkeeping 
07.0101 

Business Adm. & Man. 
06.0401 

Criminal Justice Adm. 
43.0105 

Child Care Aide 
20.0202 

Secretarial 
07.0606 



Fall 
1988 

7,952 
6,781 
5,742 
5,559 
4,259 
3,741 
3,284 



Fall 
1989 

7,831 
7,786 
5,820 
5,296 
4,814 
4,079 
1,240 



Number 
Change 

-121 



1,005 
78 
-263 
555 
338 
-44 



Percent 
Change 

-1.5% 
14.8% 

1.4% 
-4.7% 
13.0% 

9.0% 
-1.3% 
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Enrollments In Instructional Programs by Student Intent * Table 15 contains 
fall 1989 student intent data by instructional program area. Intent data 
conveys the student 1 s primary goal that he/ahe wants to achieve as a result of 
his/her studies. The intent data are self reported by students when they 
initially enroll at the college. Some but not all colleges ask students to 
update this information periodically. An examination of intent data across 
program areas illustrates the diversity of interests and needs that community 
college students possess. Two goals represent the aspirations of just over 
one-half of community college students: 27.3 percent are attending to prepare 
for a new or first occupational career and 23.2 percent are preparing for 
transfer to a four-year college or university. The next largest group of 
students, 13.3 percent, indicate that they were unsure of their goals or that 
their goals were other than those listed among the seven possibilities that 
appear in Table 15. Improving present occupational skills was the goal of 
10.5 percent of the students. The pursuit of non-career personal interests 
was the goal of 10.4 percent of all students. The following intent categories 
were aspired to by less than ten percent of the entire student population: 
remedying basic skill deficiencies (7.5 percent), exploring courses to decide 
on a career (4.1 percent), and preparing for the GED examination (3.6 percent). 

Examination of student intent by the various program areas reveals some 
interesting observations. For example, one might anticipate that the majority 
of students in the baccalaureate/transfer area would indicate their intent is 
to transfer to a four-year institution. However, less than one-half 
(47.9 percent) indicated this was the case. Approximately one-fourth 
(25.2 percent) indicated their intent was to prepare for a new career or to 
improve present occupational skills. While this does not preclude their 
eventual transfer, it is an indication that transferring is not their primary 
intention. 

Likewise, one might expect that students enrolled in occupational programs are 
there to prepare for a new career. Again, less than one-half (49.3 percent) 
indicated this was their primary intent. Relatively, 14.4 percent of the 
occupational students enrolled with the intent of improving their present 
occupational skills. Among occupational students, 11.1 percent intend to 
transfer to a four-year institution. 

Students in the vocational skills curricula are often thought of as primarily 
interested in short-te a training to improve their occupational/ job -related 
skills. Only about one-third (36.4 percent) of the vocational skills students 
listed this as their intent. Other large contingents of vocational students 
are preparing for a new or first career (17.7 percent) and pursuing non-career 
personal interests /hobbies (17.1 percent). 

The largest ?roup of remedial students are attending to pursue non-career 
personal interests and personal growth (34.4 percent). Another 14.1 percent 
of the remedial students intend to prepare for an occupation. Only 
11.3 percent of the remedial students listed remediation as their intent. 
These data indicate that substantial numbers of remedial students are pursuing 
long-term goals. Only 4.9 percent were preparing to transfer to a four-year 
institution. 
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PALL 1989 OPENING HEADCOUNT ENROLLMENTS 1M 
PROGRAM CLASSIFICATION STRUCTURE BY STUDFNT INTENT 
IN ILLINOIS PUIL1C COMMUNITY COLLEGES 
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Less than one-half (44.1 percent) of the adult basic education students listed 
remedying basic skill deficiencies as their reason for attending. Only 
one-third (32.6 percent) of the adult secondary education students indicated 
they enrolled to prepare for the GED test. Another quarter (28.2 percent) 
intended to remedy their basic skill weaknesses. 

Approximately one-half (51.3 percent) of the general studies certificate 
enrollees are pursuing >:on-career personal interests. 

This examination of intent by program area indicates the diversity of 
community college students 1 aspirations. Furthermore, no more than one-half 
of the students in any program area are pursuing the particular goal that is 
most often associated with a given major. 
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APPENDIX 

Fall 1989 Opening Enrollment by 
Two-Digit Program Classification System (PCS} and 
Six-Digit Classification of Instructional Programs (CIP) Codes 
for the Public Community Colleges in Illinois 

(Source; Fall El Data) 
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